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The St John’s Magazine is published
quarterly and is available free of charge.
People occasionally ask if they can
contribute to the cost. If you would
like to do so, we would suggest £12
per year would be a suitable sum.
The views expressed do not necessarily
represent those of the editorial team
or of the Vestry of St John’s, but are
intended as a sharing of the life of the
people who make up the community
there, and those elsewhere whom we
invite to contribute.
The next edition of the Magazine is due
out in early December and the copy
deadline is 15/11/2021. Please send
comments and/or contributions to
pastadmin@stjohnsdumfries.org.
If you have any ideas or suggestions
for articles, please contact the Editorial
Team. Copy should ideally be 300-700
words, with supporting illustrations or
photographs (these available as separate
files), if possible.
Editorial team: Janice Aiton (Rector),
Ann Beaton, Kymm Byers, David Kerr,
Margaret Morton, Ann Toner, Mark Toner.
In the present Covid situation, the
Magazine is produced by a smaller team
of Janice, Margaret & David only.

worship

from the registers

It’s nice to be able to worship together again
in church and gradually to see more folk
venturing out, some of whom we’ve not
seen for a long time. Although we are very
lucky with, and most appreciative of, our
soloists, top of the current wishlist must be
the ability to dispense with face masks, now
that we’re allowed to sing! Besides the 11.00
Sunday and 10.30 Wednesday Eucharists, the
1982 Eucharist at 6.30pm on a Tuesday has
resumed in the Lady Chapel, preceded by A
Time for Meditation in the Meeting Room
at 5.45pm and a number of other ‘normal’
activities are starting up again though the
online versions of a number of these will
continue to run in parallel. Please see the
noticeboards inside, or outside, the church,
as well as the Website (www.stjohnsdumfries.
org) for the up to date position, as things
are changing all the time. Notices, week
by week, continue to appear in the printed
service sheets and on the Website.

Baptism:

rector

____________________________________________

Revd Janice Aiton
07487 653069
01387 254126
rector@stjohnsdumfries.org

You can contact us at
pastadmin@stjohnsdumfries.org,
or 07754 596140.

If you wish to contact any individual or
group within St John’s, please email
pastadmin@stjohnsdumfries.org, or call
07754 596140, stating your name and how
we can contact you back. We will pass on
your details to the correct person or people,
and ask them to contact you.

See www.stjohnsdumfries.org and weekly
notices for more information.

All post should be addressed via the Rectory/
Office, 8 Newall Terrace, Dumfries DG1 1LW.

4 September, 2021: Luca Xue
(according to Romanian Orthodox tradition)

Funerals:
23 July, 2021:

June Trotter

16 August, 2021:

John Gray

25 August, 2021:
		

William (Billy)
Douglas

31 August, 2021:

John Cowdery

17 September, 2021: Susan Blackett

getting in touch
The Office is currently staffed
Mondays and Fridays, but you can also
make contact on 07754 596140 or at
pastadmin@stjohnsdumfries.org
St John the Evangelist
Junction of Newall Terrace and
Lovers’ Walk, Dumfries DG1 1LW
St John’s is a Local Ecumenical Partnership
between the Scottish Episcopal & Methodist
Churches.
Scottish Charity Number SC007742
St John’s processes personal data for its own
legitimate purposes: to keep in touch with its
members, supporters and adherents, as well
as for certain statutory purposes, including
Safeguarding and HMRC requirements. This data
is kept securely and will not be passed to third
parties without the Data Subject’s (i.e. your)
consent, except as may be required by law. If you
have any concerns about
the data we hold, or would like to have it
corrected or deleted, please contact us at
pastadmin@stjohnsdumfries.org, or call us
on 07754 596140.

ISSN 2059-0261 (Print)
ISSN 2059-027X (Online)
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editors’ notes
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this quarter’s edition.
This time, the Rector is considering what we might learn from Daniel when work (and
everything else) is suspended; we have a piece contributed by Fr Florin Florescu about
the Romanian Orthodox community worshipping here in Dumfries and a relatively
new member of our Congregation, Andy Brooke, showcases his stunning stained glass
work. We catch up with Diocesan and Provincial news in Home & Colonial…, Christine
Guthrie describes her first trip out of lockdown and Peter Boreham reflects on the
connections between faith and sport. Amie Byers reports on this year’s Provincial
Youth Event (When It Seemed Most Dark). Did they actually get to Glenalmond?
Read Amie’s report and find out. Alison Bixler and others tell us about the wedding
of former St John’s member Olivia Donald (known to us as Olivia Robinson); we learn
some things we may not have known about Edith Leven, and we take a pictorial look
at some significant events from the past year at St John’s. Welcome to the season of
mists, mellow fruitfulness and the AGM!
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The Rector writes…
As we emerge from the coronavirus
pandemic restrictions, we may feel quite
uncertain about what lies ahead. Some
people are rather cautious and unsure
of resuming activities, whilst others are
more confident. Neither one is better
than the other, for we journey at our
own pace. At various times during this
pandemic, many have felt and some still
feel that their lives have been in limbo,
or have been suspended in some way.
Recently, I read the book of Daniel and
it dawned on me that Daniel’s life was suspended for a time.
His life was put on pause for two years. Perhaps we can learn
something from Daniel’s experiences and take heart.
Daniel experienced the loss of much that was familiar.
He excelled in the best university of his day and was
recruited as a strong and powerful leader by the Babylonian
king Nebuchadnezzar. The king knew Daniel’s mettle and
appreciated his work. Daniel was contributing to the flourishing
of the city, and was making a considerable impact through
his great ability and gifting. However, Belshazzar replaces
Nebuchadnezzar on the throne and has no use for Daniel. All
of a sudden Daniel finds himself redundant. In chapter 5 we
learn that Daniel appeared only once before Belshazzar and that
was in a moment of crisis. As no-one was able to comprehend
the writing on the wall, Daniel was remembered and brought

in as a last resort consultant. His
work with the king did not last
long, as that was the final day of
the king’s life. Just from the first
verses in chapters 7 and 8, we
see that the new king Belshazzar
reigned for at least two years, so
we know that Daniel would have
lived with the loss of the familiar
for a minimum of two years.
What things did Daniel lose? His
work was taken away. He was no
longer at the hub of court affairs
as a trusted counsellor and doing
the governance work that he had been trained for in chapter
one of the book of Daniel. Instead, he was probably shuffling
papers in a back office or doing equally humdrum work.
Instead of being appreciated and having at least a working
relationship with his boss, he was discarded, ignored, and made
to feel invisible — his wisdom and expertise were shrugged off.
Instead of making decisions that impacted many, he probably
made low-impact decisions, maybe he even had to follow the
directives of others.
I wonder how he might have felt about what he didn’t have
or couldn’t do anymore? We tend to idolise our Bible heroes,
forgetting that they were real people with hopes, thoughts,
feelings, and fears. But I suspect that even with his deep faith in
God and the community he enjoyed with friends like Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, he still asked God questions like:
“How long, O God?” “Will my life go back to normal again?”
“How do I make sense of these changes Lord?”
We can see that Daniel knew about uncertainty — uncertainty
that lasted a long time. At the onset of his new normal of being
away from the hustle and bustle of court life and fulfilling
work, Daniel would not have been able to predict if and when
he would be able to resume the life that he was familiar with.
As you become immersed in Daniel’s story, you find that you
resonate with some of his losses, mainly the uncertainty that
comes when our lives seem to be on hold and we feel like we
are living in limbo for an indeterminable length of time.
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Perhaps you can identify with how
Daniel’s life and work started to
look different. In this period of
change and uncertainty, God began
giving him visions and dreams.
Most of the latter chapters of Daniel
recount his visions, and his first
vision is given in the first year of
the reign of Belshazzar and the next
recorded vision is given in the third
year of Belshazzar. In these years
of obscurity and solitude very different from his previous high
energy life, God was giving him new work — entrusting him to
hold and wrestle with visions and dreams.
The reality is that his hidden work had more significance
than his visible work. I’m sure his public administration work
had far-reaching good results within the Babylonian and
subsequent Persian empires. However, the work of holding
the visions God gave him is a gift that Daniel left the church
for all time. Because of Daniel’s visions, we learn something
about eschatology, the science of being concerned with the last
things. We become aware of hidden cosmic realities operating
parallel to what is seen in our world. Because of Daniel holding
the dream, generations of believers glimpse a vision of “one like
a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven” who is “given
authority, glory and sovereign power.”
Like Daniel, you might feel that your work is losing the
significance that you thought it once had, as our lives are
changed. You might identify with Daniel’s feeling of not being
valued. Perhaps you have a lot
of friends but not many have
called or texted to check in and
you wonder if you aren’t as
important in people’s lives as
you thought you were. Perhaps
the success you wanted to
achieve for yourself in your
career feels irrelevant in light of
bigger questions of life.
In Daniel’s case, his absence
from the hub of the court

activity was just for a time. He was appointed as a high ranking
official by Darius under a new regime. The work of dreaming
dreams and having visions began in Daniel’s season of obscurity
and continued even after he was reinstated to power.
Covid-19 is not what we expected and not what we wanted, but
it is what we have around us. It has made planning difficult, and
has affected in different ways our relationships and fellowship.
That being said, Daniel’s story offers us hope as we navigate
this time of uncertainty. There are seasons in our lives when we
are limited by circumstances in using our gifts and strengths to
full capacity. The work and responsibilities thrust upon us now
might be different, but this work is just as real and significant as
the work we left behind and the work we will get back to one
day. God might well be using this flux of uncertainty to chart
a new path for us that we have not yet dreamed of- a path of
great significance and value.
What Daniel learned from his own experiences was that despite
all, God is sovereign; he is in control and he is working all things
out for good. We need to be patient and alert, to discern God’s
new purposes for us as individuals and as a church. So, we need
not despair or be downhearted that things are not as they were,
for God could well be doing a new thing of great significance
and value in our midst. As Daniel could testify time after time“The God we serve is able to save us.” We pray that we can
identify here with Daniel and in time utter the very same words
“The God we serve is able to save us.”

Janice
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The Romanian Orthodox
Church in Dumfries FR FLORIN FLORESCU
As many of you will know, St J’s is privileged to host, in our building, meetings of the Romanian Orthodox
Church in the Dumfries area. The Romanian Orthodox Congregation meets at St J’s on the first Saturday of each
month, at 10.15am. All are welcome to attend. Their Priest, Fr Florin Florescu, tells us some more…
The Romanian Orthodox Church, with a millennial history, is
part of the group of traditional Churches of Eastern Christianity,
along with the Church of Greece, the Patriarchate of Jerusalem,
Mount Athos, the Russian Church, etc. At the same time, it is a
Church of wide ecumenical openness, being part of the World
Council of Churches and having collaborative relations with all
the sister Christian Churches.
The first Romanian parish in Great Britain was officially
established in 1964, for the Romanian diaspora in London, and
since then it has been operating uninterruptedly in St Dunstanin-the-West Church, Fleet Street, City of London.
In Scotland, the first Romanian parish was established in
Aberdeen, in 2010. The Glasgow Romanian Parish followed,
and in 2014 the Edinburgh Romanian Parish was founded,
officially recognized as The Romanian Community Centre in
Edinburgh (SC048786). The Romanian Church in Edinburgh was
hosted between 2014-2021 by St Philip’s Episcopal Church and,
starting this September, with worship in Morningside United

Church. For the great religious holidays, which gather hundreds
of Romanians, the ceremonies of the Romanian Church in
Edinburgh are hosted by St John’s Episcopal Church on Princes
Street. We have seen the faithful in numbers exceeding 600 for
our Resurrection Service for Holy Pascha.
The Romanian Parish in Edinburgh is a large missionary parish
and serves the Romanian communities in Edinburgh, Scottish
Borders, Dumfries and Galloway, Fife and the Hebrides, and
outside the borders of Great Britain, Romanians in Iceland and
Greenland.
The Romanian community in the Edinburgh area (including East
and West Lothian) numbers about 4,000 people, and about a
hundred Romanians live in Dumfries and Galloway. All of these
figures are unofficial, and the exact figures will be known after
next year’s Scottish census.
The average age of the community is under 40, and most work
in construction, the tourism industry, agriculture, oil and gas,
care homes and hospitals (for example, throughout the UK
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some 5,000 Romanians work as nurses and doctors in the
NHS). A significant percentage is represented by Romanian
students from Edinburgh universities with numbers
prevailing in the sciences.
The emigration of Romanians to Great Britain intensified
after Romania’s entry into the European Union, in 2007. The
main reasons for emigration are the political corruption
and the economic instability of the country since more
than 5 million Romanians out of the total population of
approximately 20 million is situated abroad. Another census
reports that within the Romanian Orthodox Church more
children are baptised abroad, far away from their homeland
than in Romania. This is due to the younger generation
which has established itself abroad.
With the free movement between European countries
and the acquisition of the right of residence, Romanians
have felt that they can integrate wherever their work is
appreciated and rewarded and where their children can
have a better future.
Romanians are a people very attached to their Church
and religious traditions, especially those regarding birth,
marriage and burial. There is no house without icons with the
Lord Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary, and believers often call
priests to bless their homes. Every Sunday the Divine Liturgy
is celebrated and the faithful receive Holy Communion.
The vast majority of children are baptized in their first
months of life, then are frequently brought to church to
receive Holy Communion.

We have felt very privileged to be able to attend Romanian
Orthodox services at St John’s, especially that on Saturday, 4th
September, which included a baptism.
There is much more that we could say, but, in outline, we
were especially struck by the efforts made by Fr Florin and
the congregation to include both us and also the father of
Luca, the child who was baptised, who, we understand, was
not a member of their congregation. We were provided with
books, which had the Liturgy in both Romanian and English on
opposite pages, enabling us to follow what was going on and,
indeed, some parts of the service were conducted in English.
Luca was fully immersed three times in the water of baptism
and the parents, godparents and Fr Florin also processed with
him three times round the church. Throughout (apart from a
brief moment during the immersion!), Luca, his parents Claudia
and Yuhui – and, indeed, everyone present – was wreathed
in beaming smiles. It felt so inclusive and welcoming and we
were both struck by the combination of, on the one hand,
confident ritual and, on the other, informality. The Romanian
congregation were very clear in what they were doing and
meant to do it – but we also felt that it wouldn’t in the least
matter if we, less familiar, got bits wrong.
In the tradition, Luca was anointed with oil “as a king”, to
absolve him from original sin. He was presented with a candle
(as we do), and also with little vessels containing myrrh and
frankincense. Maybe there was gold, too, but we didn’t see this.

Marriage and burial are almost inconceivable outside the
Church. An important place in the religious tradition of the
Romanians is occupied by the commemoration of the dead,
which is done both in the church at each Divine Liturgy and
at home, at regular intervals.
Apart from these events, in the faith of Orthodox Romanians
are very important religious holidays (Easter, Christmas,
Epiphany, Ascension, etc.), which are preceded by strict
fasting, also observed by many of the more fervent
Christians.
The Romanian Parish of Edinburgh and especially its
members in Dumfries and Galloway thank the Church of St
John The Evangelist in Dumfries and the staff of the Reverend
Janice Aiton, David Kerr, Pastoral Administrator, and vestry
members of the Church for the special kindness with which
they host the Romanian Church.

Father Ioan-Florin Florescu,
Missionary Priest, Edinburgh

The Revd Dr Ann Shukman and
Daphne Thorne add…
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We were also struck by the Romanian congregation’s prayers
for St John’s, the people who worship here, who work here and
whose memorials are here – blanket coverage, you might say.
All so relaxed, joyful and uplifting. It was good to see a number
of St J’s people at the service as well. And thanks to Anka,
the Romanian
congregation’s
local Dumfries
contact, who
took the trouble,
amongst much
else she was
doing, to explain
things to us.
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Heart of Glass

ANDY BROOKE

Relative newcomer to the Congregation Andy
has retired, but is not resting on his laurels.
I moved to Dumfries from Wivenhoe, Essex, together
with my wife Gloria and son Alec, in September 2020.
This move followed early retirement from a career of art
and photography teaching at the Sixth Form College in
Colchester.
In our new home here in Dumfries I have set up a studio
to make stained glass windows and panels.
Whilst teaching at the college I was commissioned in
September 2006 with a group of glass artists to create a
pair of windows to be installed on the third floor of the
main building overlooking the Concourse.
Designed and made by Colchester Glass Artists
(including myself) with input from students for the
department logos, these windows were installed as part
of the celebration of success of the first twenty years of
the college (1987-2007).

Cool Blues window – Maths, Sciences and Economics - 2007

A view of my workshop with recent work on the table – our old front door panels
being remade as a free hanging panel for the landing of our new house.

Hot Reds window – Arts, PE and Humanities - 2007

9

I feel an affinity with the abstract shapes and colours of artists working in Paris in the
1930s onwards - the painted colours translate very well into stained glass and probably
influence my choice of glass in general. I also admire the skill of Matisse in creating
joyous pattern and shape, and Chagall in painting glass into dream landscapes and
biblical stories.

Performing Arts Department Window – 2008 Designed
by Andy Brooke, made with help of Colchester Glass Artists

Performing Arts Studio window – 2009 –
from inside

Faith Ressmeyer Memorial window –
Andy Brooke – 2015

Performing Arts Window – 2013. These large sets of windows represent the dramatic pursuits of music
technology, dramatic arts and dance performance by college students.

The window represents Faith’s love of India and her
role as a founder member of the Russ Foundation (a
charity connected to an orphanage for girls in India),
also her basketball skills, her involvement with CND,
her prowess at darts, her love of literature and finally
her sailing exploits with husband Tom Fenton. She
was Head of English and Senior Tutor at the college
for many years before retiring in 2012.
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Comet 2 – leaded privacy panel based on a design by
Sonia Delaunay, 2018

Bowie - leaded fanlight for the Station Pub in
Wivenhoe, Essex 2019
This was the last commission I carried out before
we left Wivenhoe. However, it was not the final
Wivenhoe commission!

Wivenhoe Park Memorial Window – painted and printed leaded panel, 2019
This major work represents a very personal view of how the land surrounding Essex university has been
steadily desecrated by over-development of student accommodation and new buildings. The campus was very
near to where we lived and so we felt involved with decisions out of our control. I hoped to convey the blend
of beauty and ugliness in a window which has an overall sense of lament for the effects of negative human
impact on God’s earth. In the centre of the window is a representation of John Constable’s painting Wivenhoe
Park – which was actually painted here in 1816. Ironically, he too was concerned about the first Industrial
Revolution and came to depict pastoral scenes with a wistful air of fragility.
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I am currently working with local artist James Dodds on a large leaded window for a church
extension for St Mary’s Wivenhoe. He has designed the overall window and I will make it
up with help from one or two glass artist friends. This will keep me busy for the next few
months – here is a glimpse of the work in progress and the original painted design.

Postscript:
Here’s an up-to-date photo (end of August) of progress on the new window.
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Home & Colonial (otherwise known as Regional,
JANICE AITON, GILL SWALES, KAY SOLAJA
A roundup of what’s going on in the Scottish Episcopal Church

THE RECTOR ATTENDED…

General Synod

General Synod took place on Thursday 10th and Friday
11th June via Zoom. It is good and indeed a privilege
to attend General Synod, as you are involved in the
current business of the Scottish Episcopal Church,
and have a better awareness and understanding of
what is happening or about to happen. The business
conducted on Zoom went smoothly for me. There
were some hiccups in voting, but generally speaking
the technology worked effectively. Great as technology
is, I certainly missed the opportunities to meet people
old and new at Synod. One of the great blessings of
General Synod is meeting new people, networking and
working in small groups. Zoom does not lend itself
well to chatting with people at a large gathering, and
I missed the conversations you would have enjoyed
with people over coffee, lunch and evening meal.
We did have breakout rooms but we did not really get
the chance to converse properly with one another, as
the time allocated was devoted purely to discussion.
In our breakout rooms we discussed issues concerning
climate change and how the Scottish Episcopal
Church’s target is to have net zero carbon emissions by
2030. Whilst all were in favour of striving towards net
zero carbon emissions by 2030, concern was expressed
about the practicalities of moving away from fossil
fuel heating systems, especially in large cathedral type
churches, where insulation is lacking, and where heat
pumps are inadequate. Concern was also expressed
at the financial implications of making changes to
our church buildings for all too often the costs were
prohibitive. Appeals were made to the Province for
financial support, if targets are to be achieved by 2030.
That being said, there are some actions that were
presented to us under ten points of guidance, that we
might be able to take on board.

1

Seeking to reduce energy use in all our
buildings and moving from oil/gas to electricity
where possible

2

Implementing renewable energy solutions, such
as heat and solar power on our property

3

Using less polluting forms of transport, moving
to electric or hybrid cars, car sharing, wherever
possible walking or cycling

4

Developing wildlife conservation schemes in
our land

5

Using Fair Trade, environment and animal
friendly products wherever possible

6

Reducing waste by composting and recycling
as much of it as possible

7

Reducing paper usage
(and then only recycled paper)

8

Using online meetings often, but balanced
with our need for human contact and
Christian Fellowship

9

Disseminating information on good practice,
and seeking expert advice, practical help, and
funding possibilities

10

Promoting sustainability through our preaching,
liturgy and teaching and setting a good example
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Diocesan & Provincial)

Climate change took a fair amount of time in our agenda under
the Mission Board. Concern was raised that whilst climate
change was crucial, we must not lose sight of our overall call to
mission in the church.
There are four boards in total in the structure of the Scottish
Episcopal Church, they are the Mission Board, the Faith and
Order Board, the Administration Board, and the Institute
Council.
I have mentioned a little about the work of the Mission Board,
now to the business this year at Synod of the Faith and Order
Board. The board has been consulting across the Province on
options for a revised canon for the election of bishops, options
being either an electoral council (a much smaller group) or an
electoral synod (as we have at present). Personally, I prefer the
latter, as it allows more diversity in those who may attend. In
2022 the Review Group aims to bring a revised canon for the
first reading to General Synod. Another aspect of their work was
looking at our liturgies with reference to inclusive language.
The Faith and Order Board recommended that Jane Haining
be included in the SEC Calendar on account of her faith filled
life and example that saw her die in the Nazi concentration
camp of Auschwitz
Birkenau. This board was
also concerned with the St
Andrew Declaration which
forges a common calling
and working between the
Church of Scotland and the
Scottish Episcopal. The St
Andrew declaration was
warmly accepted at Synod.
The work, this past year, of
the Administration Board
was to look at the health
Jane Haining

and well- being of clergy following the Clergy Wellbeing Survey.
The board looked at anti-bullying and harassment issues; how
congregations might be more supportive of the cleric and how
the congregation and cleric can best work together. A new
anti-bullying policy is to be drawn up, and a new complaints
procedure concerning laity and clergy is to be set out. Decisions
taken at Synod this year were to increase the stipend gradually
to match the level of the Church of England and the Church of
Scotland. Clergy are to be encouraged to have two days off in
the week instead of one.
The Institute Council’s responsibility is to provide an
appropriate environment for ministerial formation and that it
is fit for purpose for preparing candidates for ordained and
licensed ministry. This year, due to Covid, a transition was made
to conducting more of the Institute’s business online.
This is a rather brief account of two days packed with
business…there is so much to say but not enough space to
do so. I did not mention finance but it is worth noting that
this year our churches have a reduced quota, which has been
warmly received by all charges. For me I found General Synod
encouraging in that it seems to be moving progressively
forward to meet the demands and needs of our ever-changing
culture and society, whilst holding firmly to our faith and
worship in God. At the start of Synod there was a Eucharist and
there were opportunities for worship at the start and end of
each day.
The work accomplished behind the scenes by John Stuart and
his Synod office team is marvellous and most impressive. I
found it a good and interesting Synod and look forward to the
time when we can resume again face to face in Edinburgh.
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GILL SWALES WAS AT…

AND KAY SOLAJA WAS AT THE REGIONAL COUNCIL

It was no surprise that the Diocesan Synod at the end of July
took place over Zoom –with around 100 lay representatives,
clergy, visitors and SEC staff taking part. Bishop Kevin led a
virtual Eucharist to open, which included the Bishop’s Charge
and Constitution of Synod.

The Galloway Regional Council (GRC) is a forum in which
matters that have been discussed at General Synod, Diocesan
Synod, Diocesan Council or issues of special concern to this
region can be discussed. For example, in recent meetings we
have been discussing new technology and sound systems
that are currently being used in the region’s churches, the
possibility of grants from the diocese for new technology and
some of the pros and cons associated with their uses.

Diocesan Synod 2021 - United Diocese
of Glasgow and Galloway

The business opened with a couple of votes - firstly on a
Motion to revise Synod’s Constitution, explained by the Bishop
and Dean; and secondly to close, at their request, the church
of St Mungo’s, Alexandria. Both were passed.
Various reports followed, including on recent digital
developments, and one from the enthusiastic Rev Canon
Audrey (Stewart) on outreach and mission. The Synod Clerk
flagged up that returns of statistics from Charges are patchy,
and reported there has been a decline in Communicants over
the past 18 months –partly owing to the pandemic; however, it
was felt to be a truer figure.
We were shown photos of
the new Diocesan Centre
in Glasgow, work on which
is nearly complete; and
informed that a new provincial
Environment Group is being
established, which will gain
impetus from COP26. It was
good to hear that Jane Haining
has been added to the SEC
liturgical calendar of saints
and heroes for 17th July, the
anniversary of her death.
Zoom lent itself well to
listening to reports and
information, as well as to
voting digitally, but less so to any discussion and debate.
Comments were encouraged via the Chat button, but could
be slightly out of sync or missed. Despite Zoom ‘s usefulness,
I missed the chance to meet with others, to hear views, and to
chat.

Gill Swales,
Lay Rep

Galloway Regional Council

The GRC meets four times a year. It is made up of all clergy in
the region, the Diocesan Lay Representatives from each church
and one church member representing the congregation. We
sometimes have a speaker as well as conducting the business.
In addition to attending meetings, a representative from each
charge is asked to submit an update report (about 200 words)
as part of information sharing before each meeting. The
GRC Secretary then collates the reports and issues them to
members prior to the meeting.
The meetings are usually held in churches across the region,
but because of the Covid 19 lockdown restrictions we have
been meeting via Zoom. Our meeting on the 24th August
was held face to face at All Saints Lockerbie. Refreshments
are normally provided by the church hosting the meeting and
members are encouraged to bring and share meals, but due to
current conditions the host church was able to provide tea and
coffee only.

Kay Solaja,
Regional Council Representative
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Gorgeous Somerset Rocks –
it’s been ‘Ages’ BY CHRISTINE GUTHRIE
Until recently, I hadn’t been able to see my Mum for nearly
a year, due to the COVID-19 restrictions which prevented
unnecessary travel. From the start of Lockdown, we have been
relying on phone calls three times a week, although there was a
quick visit to Mum at the end of August last year when we were
allowed to travel, before we went back into Lockdown.

minister, the Reverend Augustus Toplady drew his inspiration
from an incident in the gorge of Burrington Combe to write
“Rock of Ages”, a popular Christian hymn written by him in
1763. Toplady was travelling along the gorge when he was
caught in a storm. Finding shelter in a gap in the gorge, he was
struck by the title and scribbled down the initial lyrics:

After letting the euphoria of ‘Freedom Day’ calm down, and
the First Minister allowing us to move freely about the country,
I drove 335 miles (that’s 6 hours) to see Mum, who lives near
Weston-super-Mare. Thankfully it was a trouble-free journey.
Going away didn’t feel difficult due to me staying at Mum’s,
whereas I’d be more careful about staying in hotels, or selfcatering accommodation.

“When my eyes shall close in death” was originally written as
“When my eye-strings break in death”.

The next few mornings were taken up with shopping for the
heavy items that Mum can’t easily carry, and doing a few chores.
Although the restrictions have been lifted in England, there are
still notices at shop entrances asking people to wear masks.
Other than that, it’s very much the same as in Scotland; with
people consciously keeping a safe distance from one another
(unless you’re a football fan!) Weston seafront looked just like
it always does - people walking along the promenade and
donkeys giving children rides.

There has been speculation that, though Toplady was a
Calvinist, the words, “Be of sin the double cure, Save from wrath,
and make me pure,” suggest that he agreed with the teachings
of the Methodist preacher under whom he received his religious
conversion, and of his contemporary, John Wesley, who taught
the “double cure”, in which a sinner is saved by the atonement
of Jesus, and cleansed from inbred sin by the infilling of the
Holy Spirit. Toplady’s own published hymnal of 1776, however,
contains a variant which reads:

“Be of sin the double cure, Save me from its guilt and power”
“Rock of Ages” is usually sung to the hymn tune “Toplady” by
Thomas Hastings or “Redhead 76”, also called Petra, by Richard
Redhead or “New City Fellowship” by James Ward. “Toplady” is

I suggested we go for a mystery drive. I headed towards
Burnham-on-Sea but we met a lot of traffic so I turned off the
main road in an easterly direction, across the Somerset Levels,
towards the Mendip Hills. The road took us through picturesque
villages. Mum said she felt like she was on holiday. She hadn’t
been out for the last 18 months other than to the shops, so this
was a real outing for her. Still following our noses, we reached
the famous village of Cheddar which, thankfully, was fairly
quiet as it gets a lot of tourists. We had both been here several
times so didn’t feel the need to visit the caves, Jacobs Ladder,
and the Cheddar Cheese Factory. But we both enjoyed seeing
the impressive Gorge and mountain goats precariously on the
rocks. The road wound its way up through the steep gorge and
eventually we came out on top of the Mendip Hills. To make our
mystery tour circular, I headed NW until the road took us down
hill into another Gorge, Burrington Combe.
According to Wikipedia, ‘this is where the reformed Anglican

Rock of Ages
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most typical in the United States and “Redhead 76” in the UK, although
both tunes circulate in the churches of both countries.

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its guilt and power.
Not the labour of my hands
Can fulfil Thy law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone.
Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, Saviour, or I die!
While I draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyes shall close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgement throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee’ (Wikipedia, 2021)
The following day I said goodbye to
Mum and travelled via South Wales and
the Wye Valley to Hereford, where my
son, Robert, has been a Choral Scholar
at the Cathedral for the past year. He
has now relocated to take up the job as
Tenor Lay Clerk in the Choir of St Mary’s
Episcopal Cathedral, Edinburgh. After
lots of goodbyes, Robert and I, along
with the car absolutely stuffed with
boxes, drove north.
It won’t be too long until I see
Mum again. I’m ‘popping down’ to
Somerset soon, and my daughter
Annabelle will join me before she
st
returns to University.
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Run the Good Race
with God’s Good Grace
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PETER BOREHAM

Peter considers sport …and faith

As some of you may know, I have been very keen on games and
sport of all kinds since I was a boy. It was for that reason I was
invited to contribute some thoughts on the value of sport and
the lessons it might have for us in our Christian life. The catalyst
for this was undoubtedly the Olympic Games recently held in
Japan, but in addition to that this has been a hectic summer of
sport, with major competitions in football, tennis, rugby, cricket
and indeed much else.
Although there are of course innumerable events at the
Olympics, athletics has tended to be the main attraction. How
might this relate to our Christian faith? Well, the words ‘Run the
good race with God’s good grace’ are so well known to all of us
and are used in many different contexts. Any one of us might
have our own interpretation of what they mean to us. For me,
the key themes are Vision and Resolution. They are perfectly
portrayed in the wonderful hymn ‘Be Thou My Vision O Lord of
My Heart’.
I think all of us will have been delighted by the performance
of many of our competitors at the Olympics, perhaps in
particular Tom Daley, Jason and Laura Kenny, Adam Peaty and
Lauren Price. Now, I have no idea whether any of these stars
believe in God, but whether they do or not, I suggest that
their achievements are firmly rooted in the exhortation of ‘Run
the good Race’. Winning their gold medals was the fulfilment
of a vision and only achieved with enormous dedication and
determination - no different really from what we are exhorted
by Jesus to do in our own lives.
It’s important too to remember that their journey to glory
will have been tough with many pitfalls on the way. It
is extraordinarily demanding to maintain the level of
commitment which they have clearly shown. To compete
individually at that level can also be immensely lonely
- something I think we all have to remember in our
own lives when perhaps things are not running as
smoothly as we would like. I think it was for that
reason that each of the above-named paid heartfelt
tribute to their closest supporters -Adam Peaty’s

mum and girl-friend, Tom Daley’s partner, the Kennys each
other and Lauren Price’s grandma. In our lives, most of us need
that special relationship and in turn we also need to think about
who might need our help and support - surely a fundamental
Christian value to which we should all aspire?
Although I enjoy athletics, my personal preferences are for
games and sports where a ball is involved, whether it’s large or
small, round or oval-shaped! For me, playing, spectating and
coaching has been a big part of my life. Just like the Olympic
athletes, the likes of Lionel Messi, Roger Federer and Jimmy
Anderson have only achieved their success in football, tennis
and cricket through enormous dedication and, I think, by
maintaining a clear vision of their goals.
Clearly, at the amateur level, life is rather different although
standards are often remarkably high. In my opinion, however,
there is a broader perspective. Playing team games demands
other personal skills, notably leadership, awareness of
teammates’ strengths and weaknesses, patience and a sense
of humour! The same qualities apply even more to managers
and coaches, both amateur and
professional. Perhaps the
most vivid example
of this in 2021, was
reflected in the
remarkable dignity
Gareth Southgate
displayed in
managing the
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England football team in the Euros. He nurtured a team, so
clearly united in a common purpose and rightly proud of its
diversity. I believe this was a powerful example for Christian
leaders to follow, and indeed many others, not least some
politicians!
That leads me to my closing thoughts on how sport can
best enhance Christian values relating to diversity and the
elimination of discrimination, be it related to race, colour, sex
or disability. Let me be clear - discrimination still occurs across
many sports, but I am optimistic that the level is much reduced
from what it was and it will continue to get better. I certainly
witnessed some racial discrimination when I played cricket,
and it does still exist, but very much less so now. Football
certainly has its problems in this regard, with a distinctly nasty
vocal minority especially on social media. Black footballers
have responded with superb resolve and dignity and this is
recognised and cheered by the vast majority of supporters.
Maintaining a positive note, it has been exciting to see the
skills and enthusiasm of women in traditionally men’s sports,
especially football and cricket. They are also taking centre stage
in sports commentating to great effect.

Finally, all of us should be hugely encouraged by the evergrowing opportunities for disabled people, young and old, to
participate in so many different games and sports. Please allow
me to wave a flag here for Dumfries Cricket Club, which is one
of three ‘Pioneer’ clubs chosen by Cricket Scotland to launch
disabled cricket.
PS. I was asked to provide a couple of sporting photos from the
distant past. One is a team photo of my school team in 1957 I’m middle of front row. Sorry about the wavy lines. The other is
45 years later, playing for Dumfries!

Glen 21 – When it seemed
most dark… AMIE BYERS
Throughout the pandemic youth work in the province has not stopped. We have been having weekly
and monthly meetings online to play games, to chat, to have hot chocolate, to worship and to pray.
Using Zoom has helped us to stay connected and continue learning about God’s love.

GLENALMOND - SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH YOUTH CAMP AUGUST 2021
Camp was different again this year with the current situation
and restrictions but that wasn’t going to stop the provincial
team of leaders putting on our highly anticipated annual youth
week. We took the blended approach. It was delivered both
online via Zoom and also regional meetings in person.
The week started off with opening worship on Sunday night
followed by testing everyone’s random knowledge with a ‘whole
camp’ quiz which was very competitive. With rounds such as
Which is Bigger?, Guess the Item and Hum the Hymn.
Each day delegates took part in online activities and organised
house group sessions where the theme was discussed in
relation to scripture and our world today. There were also
podcasts made by leaders with additional activities for the
delegates to try out in their own time.
Some of the activities were; pizza making, praying the rosary,
codebreakers, taskmaster, robot olympics and werewolves.
At the end of each day there were some evening activities such
as hot chocolate and chat, film night where they watched Inside
Out and an ‘at home ceilidh’ provided by the Galavanders.
On Wednesday there were regional meet ups across the
province. I attended the Glasgow and Galloway meet up
in Glasgow where we looked at the medieval cathedral’s
architecture and then walked up through the cemetery and we
looked across the whole city. We looked at how such a dark
looking building from the outside was able to produce so much
light on the inside.
After the educational part of the day was over we went for food
at Pizza Hut and then on to bowling. The day was enjoyed by all
and it was great to meet up with a small group after not seeing
each other for 18months or so.

On Saturday all delegates and leaders were invited to attend
final worship at St Ninian’s Cathedral in Perth. This was the
first time that we all gathered together (abiding by the social
distancing guidelines). It marked the end of the week. The
oldest house group put together a worship on the theme and
shared their experiences of camp life as they moved on to life
after camp.
At the end of the service we had a Camp graduation for leavers
from Glen 20 and 21 which was delivered by +Andrew Swift
where he gave a few words of wisdom and encouragement to
graduates and to the present delegates.
That wrapped up camp for another year and though it was
different to Glen of the past we look forward to Glen22 and
hope it will be in person.
So when it seemed most dark… we found the light.
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Wedding of the Year
ALISON BIXLER, SIMON LIDWELL AND WINIFRED WILSON
Two summer declarations
During the summer of 2021, two notable declarations were
made, one of national interest to Episcopalians and members of
the Kirk, the other of much more local interest, particularly to
members of St John’s Church, Dumfries.

Scott’s grey Stewart tartan also appears in the design, drawing
on his Scots/Norse ancestry, and of course in his kilt and Olivia’s
beautiful cape, specially made for her when the wedding was
originally planned for March!

History was made on 26 June in Penninghame St John’s Church
of Scotland, Newton Stewart, when our friend Olivia Robinson
was conveyed to her wedding in a borrowed fire engine, and
married there by Episcopal priest, the Rev. Maggie McTernan,
a good friend of the bride, (and recognisable from her
appearances on the BBC’s Reflections at the Quay)
alongside the minister of the kirk, Rev. Edward
Lyons.

So much work went into the design and forging of the rings
that Olivia and Scott chose to exchange them again as their
wedding rings.

Olivia moved to Newton Stewart from
Dumfries, where she featured in an
article in the June-August 2018 St John’s
Magazine. In preparation for our Grand
Flower Festival in the same year, an
Interweave event was held in which we
knitted and crocheted flowers for a banner.
Those who enjoyed that event will remember
Olivia patiently teaching Scott Donald to knit
his own flower! This year, 2021, the same flowers
were used to make a ‘WELCOME’ banner for their
wedding reception.
When Olivia and Scott decided to forge a lasting commitment
to each other, they asked for the help of local smith, Simon
Lidwell of Quartz, who helped each of them forge a ring for the
other to celebrate their engagement, incorporating symbols
depicting the elements of their journey together. See if you
can pick out the waves and mountains and the runes which tell
where and when they met – the Clachaig Inn in Glencoe, on 13
August 2016, the base for an open water swim event in which
they took part.

The design was also used in all the stationery, including small
place-name cards to make sure we were socially
distanced in the church.
As with Harriet and Lee in 2020, Covid-19
intervened, making arrangements for the
wedding tricky. Olivia and Scott had to
arrange for friends and family from across
Britain to attend while regulations as
to numbers and social distancing kept
changing. In the end, 50 guests were
invited to the wedding, and as the rules
relaxed a little, ten more friends were
privileged to be in the large church for the
service, and to be included in the official
photographs afterwards. Here is an ‘unofficial’ one,
taken at the bride’s request on a phone, of Olivia with
her friends from Dumfries. All of us, including a member of
St John’s Dumfries choir, enjoyed singing the hymns with great
gusto behind our special ‘Olivia and Scott’ masks!
When you realise that Olivia has an MSc. in Event Management,
you’ll not be surprised at the amazing level of organisation
which was evident from start to finish.
The pièce de résistance came after the hour of socialising
and photography in the bright sunshine, when a fire engine
came slowly round the corner of the church, driven by the
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bridegroom, a retained firefighter in Newton Stewart. Phones
and cameras clicked madly as the bride handed her bouquet
up to the groom and climbed nimbly into the front seat beside
him. The bridesmaids and ushers hitched up their gowns and
kilt and climbed aboard behind them. Guests and bystanders
alike cheered and waved as they drove off down the road with
siren blaring and lights flashing.

And the other declaration made this summer? Oh, that was
just the ‘historic’ St Andrews Declaration between the Church
of Scotland and the Scottish Episcopal Church, agreed at the
General Assembly and the Provincial Synod in May and June
respectively.
In any case, the wedding of the year was conducted very
happily in an ecumenical manner, with both lay and ordained
participation. We wish our friends Olivia and Scott many happy
years together.
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ish
questions
1

Who are you?

2

Are you willing to say how old you are?

3
4

Edith Leven

Whereabouts (roughly) in the area do you live?

A house in Lockerbie Road, Dumfries which
was built for the widow of one of the Rector’s of
St John’s (1899)

If you could have been, or done, anything, what
would that have been?

What is, or has been, your main vocation or
occupation?

Primary teacher and eventually deputy head of
a large school

6
7

8

73

A motor engineer like my father or a fine arts
valuer and auctioneer which was my mother’s
interest

5
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What brought you to the Dumfries area?

Born in Lockerbie and attended Dumfries
Academy
What brought you to St John’s, and when?

In 1988 my son joined St John’s choir.

9

What (if any) church did you belong to before,
and what was it like?

Scottish Presbyterian church...Trinity
(now used by a Catholic congregation) and
St Mary’s when I came to live in Dumfries.
Both had down to earth, well educated clergy
who were very much in touch with their
congregations.

Do you have a particular favourite past Rector?

David Bayne. Well educated and an extremely
good preacher.

things have you been involved in at
10 StWhat
John’s over the years?

Supporting the choir. Made choir teas when
the children came from school and had bible
study and their tea before choir practice. Went
on outings with the choir who sang In many
places, including a trip to Ohio. Stewarded at
the Crichton on Christmas Eve and still doing
that if fit enough. I have been on the Vestry.
Have never been asked to be on the tea rota!
[That can be fixed! – Ed] I would have liked to
join the Mothers Union but thought I might not
fit in. I was involved in plays that Raymond
Budd used to put on on Low Sunday. Have
done the intercessions since David Bayne was
Rector. Helped Robin Paisley with evening
prayer. Organised the rota for stewards,
intercessors etc.
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Two stars and a wish: Can you name…
a. Two things you particularly like about
St John’s.

The ‘pomp’ and Evensong.

b. One thing you wish we did, or didn’t do, or
did differently?

12
13

As Christians, we should welcome each other
and any visitors. I feel this is something we
could all improve on at St John’s. My mother
and father gave me this skill and I think it
is very important.
What are your interests outside Church/St John’s?

Enjoy quizzes. Obsessed with Robert Burns.
Like art galleries and museums. Swimming
and the sea. Love driving fast. My family and
its history.

Do you have a skill or interest that might
surprise people?

Not really …I am an open book …too much so.

has been the most influential person
14 Who
in your life?

Probably my parents.

15

What’s your earliest church memory?

Sunday school party and summer trips.

a single event, or series of events you
16 Iscanthere
describe which were pivotal to your faith?

17

Not especially.

Do you have a favourite hymn?

Most of the hymn book.

Do you have a favourite bible passage?
18 Who
can find a virtuous woman. Her price

is far above rubies. (from Proverbs) and the
Psalm “I to the hills…”

you have a favourite saying?
19 Do
Not really.

there anything at St John’s you’ve always
20 Iswanted
to do (sing….read….arrange flowers…
be on the Vestry…lead worship…fix the drains
etc.), but have never had the chance to do?

Not really.
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Some St J’s milestones
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Congratulations to…
The Revs Harriet & Lee Johnston,
married at St J’s last year and now beginning
their lives of ministry ‘proper’: Lee is to be
Rector of the North Ayrshire Group of churches
(St Andrew’s, Ardrossan, the congregation of
St Andrew’s, Irvine, which recently closed, and
St Peter’s Dalry) and Harriet is to succeed the Rev
Mary Jepp as Rector of Holy Trinity, Kilmarnock.
They will be living in the Rectory at HTK, once it
has been refurbished. Details of their respective
Institutions will follow, once we have them. And
if we can run a bus to each, we will!
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Some St J’s milestones

Olive and The Very Rev Paul Burbridge
65th Wedding Anniversary.

Jamie Brand,
our Director of Choral
& Organ Music,
awarded the MBE in the
Queen’s Birthday Honours List,
for services to Music &
Education.
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Gordon and Euphie Audsley
65th Wedding Anniversary (March 1956). This is
known as a Blue Sapphire anniversary. Although their
picture, taken at an earlier date, doesn’t show their
communication from the Palace, they had one, too.

Luca Xue
baptised at St John’s on
Saturday, 04/09/2021,
according to the Romanian
Orthodox tradition.
A first for St J’s, we think!
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