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The St John’s Magazine is published
quarterly and is available free of charge.
People occasionally ask if they can
contribute to the cost. If you would
like to do so, we would suggest £12
per year would be a suitable sum.
The views expressed do not necessarily
represent those of the editorial team
or of the Vestry of St John’s, but are
intended as a sharing of the life of the
people who make up the community
there, and those elsewhere whom we
invite to contribute.
The next edition of the Magazine is
due out in early March and the copy
deadline is 15/02/2022. Please send
comments and/or contributions to
pastadmin@stjohnsdumfries.org.
If you have any ideas or suggestions
for articles, please contact the Editorial
Team. Copy should ideally be 300-700
words, with supporting illustrations or
photographs (these available as separate
files), if possible.
Editorial team: Janice Aiton (Rector),
Ann Beaton, Kymm Byers, David Kerr,
Margaret Morton, Ann Toner, Mark Toner.
In the present Covid situation, the
Magazine is produced by a smaller team
of Janice, Margaret & David only.

worship

from the registers

It’s nice to be able to worship together again
in church and gradually to see more folk
venturing out, some of whom we’ve not
seen for a long time. Although we are very
lucky with, and most appreciative of, our
soloists, top of the current wishlist must be
the ability to dispense with face masks, now
that we’re allowed to sing! Besides the 11.00
Sunday and 10.30 Wednesday Eucharists, the
1982 Eucharist at 6.30pm on a Tuesday has
resumed in the Lady Chapel, preceded by A
Time for Meditation in the Meeting Room
at 5.45pm and a number of other ‘normal’
activities are starting up again though the
online versions of a number of these will
continue to run in parallel. Please see the
noticeboards inside, or outside, the church,
as well as the Website (www.stjohnsdumfries.
org) for the up to date position, as things
are changing all the time. Notices, week
by week, continue to appear in the printed
service sheets and on the Website.

Funerals:

rector

____________________________________________

Revd Janice Aiton
07487 653069
01387 254126
rector@stjohnsdumfries.org

You can contact us at
pastadmin@stjohnsdumfries.org,
or 07754 596140.

If you wish to contact any individual or
group within St John’s, please email
pastadmin@stjohnsdumfries.org, or call
07754 596140, stating your name and how
we can contact you back. We will pass on
your details to the correct person or people,
and ask them to contact you.

See www.stjohnsdumfries.org and weekly
notices for more information.

All post should be addressed via the Rectory/
Office, 8 Newall Terrace, Dumfries DG1 1LW.

17 August, 2021:

Antony (Tony)
Clements

19 November, 2021: John William
Clark-Maxwell
22 November, 2021: Margaret (Peggy)
Gault
17 December, 2021: The Very Revd
Paul Burbridge

getting in touch
The Office is currently staffed
Mondays and Fridays, but you can also
make contact on 07754 596140 or at
pastadmin@stjohnsdumfries.org
St John the Evangelist
Junction of Newall Terrace and
Lovers’ Walk, Dumfries DG1 1LW
St John’s is a Local Ecumenical Partnership
between the Scottish Episcopal & Methodist
Churches.
Scottish Charity Number SC007742
St John’s processes personal data for its own
legitimate purposes: to keep in touch with its
members, supporters and adherents, as well
as for certain statutory purposes, including
Safeguarding and HMRC requirements. This data
is kept securely and will not be passed to third
parties without the Data Subject’s (i.e. your)
consent, except as may be required by law. If you
have any concerns about
the data we hold, or would like to have it
corrected or deleted, please contact us at
pastadmin@stjohnsdumfries.org, or call us
on 07754 596140.
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editors’ notes
As we negotiate our way through Advent and look forward to Christmas, the Rector is
reflecting on kindness, and various gifts, both describable and indescribable; we have
news from our two chosen Christmas charities: Aberlour and Open Doors, as well as
a report on our participation in this year’s Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal. The Rector
reports on the Clergy Conference and, only shortly after we did the same, Dumfries
Baptist Church is now celebrating its 150th (or, for the purists, 149th) anniversary.
Simon Lidwell tells us about the newly established Forest Church and Alice Morgan
and James Clark-Maxwell reflect on the life of their father, the much loved William,
of ours’. The Rev Dr Steven Ballard and Lizzie Parsons, respectively, talk about healing,
in, on the one hand, specific, and, on the other, more holistic, senses. Paula Ward
considers what it means to have a Safe Space, David Kerr brings us up to date with
some items of housekeeping and you can have a go at our Christmas Carol Quiz. A
Happy and Blessed Christmas to all, and we’ll see you in 2022.
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The Rector writes…
Amazon reminds us, in its Christmas commercial, that “It’s the
small acts of kindness that have the biggest impact.”
The spot, titled
“Kindness. The
greatest gift.” tells
the story of a beautiful
friendship between a
college student and
one of her neighbours,
an older woman who
doesn’t miss the
opportunity to make a
small act of kindness
for her.
One day, a young woman returns to university, where she hangs
out with her peers from time to time. Following the Covid
lockdown period, she notices her neighbour feeding some
pigeons. However, she does not engage in a conversation with
her neighbour but simply watches her from the distance. The
lady, aware of the effects of anxiety on youngsters’ well-being,
caused by the pandemic, surprises her with an unexpected gift
for her and for the pigeons, as well. She gives her, via Amazon, a
gift of a bird feeder.
The protagonist says ‘thank you’ by whispering these words
and touching her heart with her right hand. At the end of
the commercial, the two women are seen sitting on a bench
together. “Kindness. The greatest gift” is the strapline of this
advert.
“This holiday season will be shaped by what we’ve experienced
during the pandemic. The past 18 months have been
challenging for people across the globe, including many
young adults. Our time together cannot be taken for granted.
So, this year, whilst the world will not be totally back to
normal, opportunities for kindness and connection will take
on a newfound importance,” Ed Smith, EU GM of Integrated
Marketing at Amazon, said in a press statement.
Ed Smith is right in stating that this year, opportunities for
kindness and connection will take on a new found importance.
People are hungry for connection, intimacy, and love. These

longings can be satisfied this Christmas in “the indescribable
gift” that God wants to give us.
This indescribable gift is
something that is given
freely – given without
any strings attached; a
gift that is so wonderful
we cannot find words to
describe it; a gift that is
precious and meaningful.
Now—as you know—for
a gift to be meaningful—it has to be given with the receiver of
the gift in mind. I mean when we care enough to give a gift to
someone, we don’t just go and buy them anything. Good giftgivers think and search for something aimed at the recipient’s
unique wants or needs.
You know, with the
advent of on-line
shopping—malls and
shopping centres are
having a hard time
getting customers to
shop there. This week I
read online about how
the marketing team
at Lakeside Shopping
Centre, which is just
outside of London
tackled this problem. Their marketing team—working hard to
draw shoppers away from their computers—and back into the
store—did research. They learned that 11 percent of parents in
their area had at least one impossible-to-buy gift request from
their children. I mean children asked their moms and dads for
things like:
“a pencil that does my homework for me”
“a trampoline to the moon.”
Well, these researchers took a close look at all these requests
and then tasked five prominent British inventors to provide
the dream gifts for FIVE of these kids. Their resulting creations
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were to be part of a massive giveaway where—with a lot of
publicity—they invited those five children to come and receive
a gift custom-made with them in mind.
So—the child who said they wanted to become a LEGO figure,
got one from certified LEGO builder Duncan Titmarsh.
Confectioners at Smith & Sinclair have designed a suite of
Wonka-esque candies that taste like a holiday dinner for
another child.
And seamstress Charlotte Denn created a dress that can, with
the pull of a string, turn its wearer into a princess.
Marketing manager Ben Leeson said, “It’s a lovely truth that
children and even adults will sometimes put impossible gifts on
their Christmas lists. At Lakeside you’ll find all your Christmas
presents – even the seemingly impossible ones.”
Well, I admit—these gifts are amazingly personal—but they
still pale in comparison to God’s indescribable gift of the
Incarnation. Whereas the marketing manager had five children
to think about—Jesus on the other hand was concerned
with every human being ever born or yet to be born. Do you
remember what the angel said to the shepherds that night?
“Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to…YOU!”
The glorious news of Christmas—as that angel said, is that Jesus
came for YOU and me. The gift of the Incarnation was given
with us as individuals in mind.
Who would have thought
that God would break into
history as a baby to show
us the full extent of His
love! The ‘Word was made
flesh and dwelt among us.’
It was His Love that came
down that first Christmas.
This love is exceptional; it
is unconditional and infinite. This love embraces everyone, all
are welcomed. This love is patient and kind; this love is forgiving
and keeps no records of wrongs; this love does not envy or
boast; this love does not dishonour others; this love is not selfseeking; this love always protects, trusts and perseveres; this
love never fails. This love is exactly what we need.
There’s a saying that floats around at Christmas that expresses
this wonderful truth. It goes like this: “If our greatest need
was for information, God would have sent an educator. If our
greatest need was for technology, God would have sent a
scientist. If our greatest need was for pleasure, God would have
sent an entertainer. If our greatest need was for money, God
would have sent an economist. But since our greatest need is
for forgiveness…God sent a Saviour.”

This indescribable gift of the Incarnation has in mind our
deepest needs and longings. In Christ through his love and
forgiveness, our needs and longings are met and we are made
complete. Our greatest longing is to be loved and accepted
and feel a sense of belonging. This indescribable gift of Christ
lavishes us with love; welcomes us as adopted children into
the holy family, and gives us a wonderful sense of belonging
and purpose. As we find our identity in the family of God,
Christ’s Spirit fills us and we produce in our lives the fruit of the
Spirit, where the acts of kindness, mentioned in the Amazon
advert become second nature. Through these acts of kindness,
connections are made.
In one city, there is a tradition simply known as the “Secret
Santa.” Every Christmas, this “Secret Santa” seeks out people
who are down and out, and he quietly slips them an envelope
with 5 crisp new £20
pound notes slipped
inside. The recipients
are usually astonished
at this unmerited act of
generosity.
A few years ago,
someone tracked down
this “Secret Santa” and
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asked him, “Why do you do
this?” The man replied how
life had blessed him with
an extremely successful
business venture. But this
was not always the case.
In 1971 he was an outof-work salesman who
was reduced to living out
of his car. One morning he
had not eaten for two days. He was
incredibly hungry, so hungry that he walked into a
restaurant to order breakfast with no intent of paying for it. He
simply couldn’t! He had no money, but he was so hungry. As
he hungrily ate his breakfast, he wondered how he was going
to pay for this meal, or how he was going to get out of paying
for it. When the bill came, he fumbled around in his pockets
pretending to have lost his wallet.
The owner of the restaurant had already sized him up and knew
he didn’t have the money. The owner came around the counter,
approached the man, and bent down as if to pick up something.
The owner said to the man, “Well, looks like you dropped this
£20 note. Now the man had enough to pay for breakfast and
a little more to keep for the road. He never forgot this totally
undeserved act of kindness and goodness.

This act of undeserved generosity and kindness mirrors
something of God’s great act of generosity that first Christmas,
in his indescribable gift of his Son. His Son came down
from heaven to earth and became one of us that we might
experience God’s presence and his extravagant love in our lives.
As the Amazon advert said through opportunities for kindness
and undeserved acts of generosity, connection will take on
a newfound importance. We pray that this Christmas as we
make these human connections, they will point to the greatest
connection and love of all time- to Christ himself- “the
indescribable gift!”
“Unto us a Son is given and He will be called Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty Father, Everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace.”
May you celebrate and enjoy the wonder of Christmas and
be touched and blessed by the connections of love with one
another!
Wishing you a joy- filled Christmas and every blessing in the
New Year.
Best wishes,

Janice H. Aiton
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St J’s Christmas Charities, 2021
A look at our two chosen charities for this year

Amanda McAllister
To recap on what I said last year, [see Dec 2020-Mar 2021
edition] Aberlour offers four distinctive family services in
Dumfries and Galloway:
• Intensive Family Support Service
• Families2gether

• Smarter2gether
• Communities2gether

SO WHAT’S NEW FOR 2021?
During and after the lockdown at Christmas 2020 we again
re established the support to the elderly members of the
community by providing meals, collecting prescriptions, and
doing shopping,
Aberlour Communities2gether Dumfries in December 2020
were based in Lincluden House; part of the larger North West
Resource Centre. Dumfries
and Galloway Council had
identified the main area of
NWRC for closure as part
of the D&G council savings.
Aberlour agreed to take over
the space on a 25 year lease
on behalf of the community
to allow the space to remain
open.
The staff team, with minimal
support from a decorator, for
key areas during December
to June prepared the spaces
for the reopening after
lockdown for the wider
community.

Shown are a few examples of the spaces decorated.
We have a lateral flow test (LFT) site, which is based within the
building 2 days per week . When the site is not open the staff
team provide test kits for the wider community.
We gave the 2 meeting rooms over to the NHS to put the LFT
site in place as it was the right thing to do.
We also decorated spaces to be a range of meeting rooms and
Family Time (contact rooms)
We extended our community library area and created a warm
inviting reception area.
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We re-established a community training room with new
computers, training internet and a smart tv.

A community gym and allotments will be installed at our
Annan facility, which is now called Communities2gether Annan.

We also re-established a community café.

We are due to renovate our building in Stranraer to offer the
same space to the community there, The buildings greatly
complement the work of the direct family work of Intensive
family support, Families2gether & Smarter2gether. Our
buildings are a safe space for the families who use them and
help them integrate into the wider community. The buildings
also offer the opportunity to gain skills and confidence by
offering volunteering opportunities.

This has been successful for the wider community and the space
is actively used by groups within the community.
We are about to install a community outdoor gym and
allotments at the rear of NWRC
We have just upgraded our space in Annan to mirror our
building at NWRC on a smaller scale. It has been decorated in
the same way and offers a community fridge, washing facilities,
contact space and space for children who are struggling to
attend school.

We would love for you to come and visit and see our work
first hand.

st
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Gill Swales

St John’s is supporting both a “home” and an “away” charity
this Christmas. The “away” charity will be Open Doors. Many will
know of this charity but here’s a brief rundown if it’s new to you.
We’re aware of how privileged we are to gather and to worship
freely, without secrecy, or fear of violence – which is not the
case for many thousands of Christians in a number of countries
across the world. It’s shocking to hear of how dangerous it is to
be a Christian in certain countries and how persecuted they are,
facing discrimination in communities and workplaces, abuse,
sometimes violence, burning of houses and churches, even
death. Many have to worship in secret. Would our faith stand up
to some of the things Christians can be subjected to, according
to Open Doors? It’s also reported in some countries Christians
are actually being blamed for Covid, and being excluded from
e.g. food support.

presentation telling me he thought this a very important matter,
(and he did attend, I checked!) along with a good number of
MPs. The main focus last time was on India, where Christians
can be ostracised and imprisoned.
Open Doors provides direct practical help, as well as spiritual
support, and I have been impressed by their dedication and
courage in speaking out.
st
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Open Doors supports them with food, medicines, bibles, prayer
and advocacy, and supporters get regular updates, as well as
requests for prayer and reports of answers to prayer. Supporters
can also write letters to believers in some circumstances. The
identity of many, e.g. pastors and local partners who help, has
to be protected.
Open Doors also researches and prepares a World Watch List
(WWL) each year, listing the countries where Christians face
the most persecution. Can you guess in which country it is
most dangerous to be a Christian?? It’s North Korea – which
is of course a most repressive dictatorship for the majority
of its citizens, with reports of hunger and prisons akin to
concentration camps, and disturbingly it appears to be trying
to exterminate Christianity. Christians live in secrecy and
great peril, and those who help them also take grave risks.
Afghanistan is second on the WWL where, if their faith is
discovered, the few believers in the country would likely be
killed, even by family members. The list makes grim reading.
Each year Open Doors invites MPs to a presentation in the
Houses of Parliament on the WWL, in order to raise their
awareness, and make sure that in diplomacy, trade deals
etc, these issues are raised before foreign governments and
leaders. Supporters are asked to invite their own MPs to the
presentation, and so last January I invited mine, David Mundell
MP. He agreed to represent me by attending the online

[Illustrations from opendoorsuk.org website]
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Blythswood Care
Shoe Box Appeal

Packages
ready to go

ANN BEATON
and literal form of giving. These gaily gift-wrapped boxes travel
far into Eastern Europe: to Romania, Serbia, Hungary, Kosovo.
Albania, Bulgaria and Ukraine. They go to people who have little
and are often living in desperate poverty.
One volunteer distributor commented, ‘These boxes are
different from all other aid because of the variety and the
quality of the contents. What is more important is that these
packages convey love. The realisation that someone thinks
about us is priceless.’
st
J

Ann processing parcels

This year our annual contribution to the shoebox appeal,
gathered and distributed by Blythswood, almost passed us by.
(Another Covid-consequence of the past year.) I suddenly awoke
to its being late in October, and to there being a distinct lack
of shoebox awareness and preparedness and contacted David
Kerr - fount of all knowledge and organisation [!! – Ed] - to
inquire. And found I had volunteered, with David, for the job of
putting our shoeboxes together. David hastily threw together a
rudimentary display, which was at least in the public eye!
A quick root-around produced our first problem - a total lack of
the necessary boxes. Quick retail research revealed traditional
shoeboxes are now hard to come by. Fold over lids were the
best boxes available in a hurry. So save your shoeboxes for us,
if you have any to give, to add to our secret stash awaiting next
October.
Many of us really enjoy choosing the items to send, and whom
to send them to - children, teenagers, men and women. Lists
put into each empty shoebox, placed ready to pick up, give
guidance on what to send. Some items must be included. The
donor chooses from the others suggested. It’s a very immediate

Firjona is five years old, Valtrimi is three and Valtrina is not yet two. They were
not wearing shoes when Faton Berisha delivered Blythswood shoeboxes to their
one-roomed home in a village near the city of Gjakova, Kosovo. It is unlikely they
own shoes.
www.blythswood.org

Clergy Conference
REV JANICE AITON
Ennui, apprehension, anticipation and excitement in Stranraer
Amazing how these two words “Clergy Conference” carry such
power and stir within clergy a whole gamut of emotions, ranging
from ennui and apprehension to anticipation and excitement.
As a clergy team, partly because of Covid, we have not met for
more than two years, during which time we have welcomed
Bishop Kevin into our Diocese and have made several new clerical
appointments. So, for most clergy, if not all, this year’s conference
was embraced with enthusiasm and delight as we welcomed the
opportunity to meet Bishop Kevin and to have fellowship with
the newly appointed clergy and with one another.
So on the 18th October we set off for the North West Castle
Hotel in Stranraer for our four day conference. The theme of our
conference was pilgrimage in line with the provincial designated
theme for 2021.
Before embarking fully on this pilgrimage, we spent the first
afternoon with the congregation in St John’s, Stranraer for our
Eucharistic Service, and to hear our first input on the Psalms
from Bishop Gordon Mursell. It is the first time recently that
the clergy conference has linked up with the local church and
personally I feel this is important and an invaluable way of
strengthing one another in the faith and in fellowship. It was
a joy to listen to Bishop Gordon share some insights from the
Psalms of Ascent, and to hear his thoughts on the importance
of lament in our lives and in our communities.
In the evening, time was carved out so that we could meet in
groups and get acquainted better with one another as well as
providing us with the opportunity to explore the key question
that might be foremost in the collective group’s mind. There
were a number of questions that were raised but here are just
a few that I recall:
1. Post- Covid, what is God saying to us, regarding our church
and leadership? How can the clergy be best equipped for the
needs of the church going forward?
2. What is the new thing that God is preparing for us?
3. How do we deal practically with the absence of the
common cup?

4. How can we develop better relations between the diocesan
clergy?
At the end of the conference we revisited these questions to
see if any answers were found. Ideas were mooted, too many to
write about it in this short article.
The next day after a hearty breakfast, our pilgrimage began
properly, as we headed off to the Isle of Whithorn. I don’t
ever remember being at the Whithorn Priory or Museum, and
despite the inclement weather, I found it a moving experience.
Whithorn Priory is a remarkable place, and a confusing one.
It has been home to an active church for the better part of
sixteen centuries. But the vast length of this history means
that at least three completely different eras of Christianity are
reflected either in the stonework on the ground or in the stories
surrounding the site. Disentangling the different strands and
making sense of what you see is not easy.
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The first church here was dedicated to St Martin of Tours and
commonly known as the Candida Casa or “White House”. The
name derives from the Latin, casa, meaning house and candida
meaning shining or glittering white, referring, possibly, to the
stone used to construct it or the whitewash used to paint it. The
candida casa was established by St Ninian, who was British in
origin but had studied in Rome.
Very little is really known about St Ninian. All we have is a short
passage in Bede’s Ecclesiastical History written some three
centuries or 15 generations later. It is not even certain when St
Ninian established his church. According to legend, St Ninian
founded the priory at Whithorn in the early 400s, which seems
a fair working assumption and the Latinus Stone, now displayed
in the museum, was raised soon after and remains Scotland’s
oldest Christian monument.
Under St Ninian, Whithorn developed into a
cathedral church accompanied by a monastery.
It became renowned as a centre of learning, and
was the origin of many of the missionaries who
later converted Scotland to Christianity.
On his death, St Ninian was buried in his church,
and over the following centuries Whithorn
became the focus for pilgrimage from across the
British Isles and beyond.
Our pilgrimage to Whithorn was done in an atmosphere of
quiet reflection, following our time of morning prayer. I felt
privileged to visit Whithorn and the museum of carved stone
crosses. It spoke powerfully to me of those early Christians who
came to bring the Good News of Christ to our shores.
I appreciated seeing the Roundhouse as well, which I believe is
a replica of an iron aged house. Quite impressive!
After visiting the priory, the museum and the roundhouse we
called into the local Church of Scotland and met the minister
who had been there for over 30 years! The local community

hall provided refreshments for us at lunch time and in the
afternoon some of the group walked to St Ninian’s Cave. I chose
to walk along the costal path to Burrow Head - by this stage the
weather had cleared up and the views were magnificent.
On the Wednesday we headed to Kirkcudbright Church. The
sanctuary of Greyfriars Church is the last remaining fragment
of a Franciscan friary. Dating from either the 13th or 15th
centuries, it has undergone many changes in both design and
use over the years. It is a stunning small church with some
absolutely magnificent stained glass windows. We had morning
and evening prayer there and were joined by some of the local
congregation. We listened to two more talks by Bishop Gordon
Mursell, during which he stressed the importance of theology
and prayer belonging together, something that is increasingly
absent in our culture today.
We had some free time in Kirkcudbright, which for us locals was
unnecessary but we did manage, some of us anyway, to see the
Galloway Hoard in the Kirkcudbright Galleries. The Hoard was
fascinating - a truly incredible find.
We spent our final morning looking at “bits and pieces” of
everyday business.
For me, the outstanding aspect of the conference was the rich
fellowship that we shared at meal times and during the times
we travelled around. We laughed much and encouraged one
another. The talks by Bishop Gordon Mursell were inspiring and
thought provoking.
Like the pilgrims of old, we returned from time spent away back
home to discover that we have changed and that life is never
the same as we thought it was before. Life can be a pilgrimage
of surprises and the disciples who followed Jesus never
imagined where their new lives would take them. Although
they faced hardships, they led exciting and eventful lives. Like
St Ninian and others, our lives can be full of surprises, as we
become pilgrims and follow the Christian life.
st
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Sesquicentennial Celebrations
at Dumfries Baptist Church!
Dumfries Baptist Church @ 150 (or is it 149?)
As we at St J’s did for our 150th Anniversary, Dumfries Baptist
Church has chosen the text, ‘Hitherto, the Lord has helped us.’
(1 Samuel 7, 12)
The 149th Anniversary of Dumfries Baptist Church was
celebrated on Sunday 14th November 2021 with our guest
speaker Rev David Meredith and as we enter our 150th year
it’s a good time to look back at the journey we’ve been on and
say with Samuel of old (1 Samuel 7, 12) “Hitherto has the Lord
helped us”! Samuel raised a stone and called it Ebenezer. We’ve
got a calendar of events to which we’re happy to invite all our
friends and neighbours if it doesn’t clash with your own church
commitments!
The present church is a youngster in comparison with St
John’s! It was established on 11 August 1872 with the minuted
declaration:
“We, Wm Downs, John Ewart, Wm Milligan, Samuel Barr
and Wm Wallace, having a mutual desire to glorify our God
and Master, have agreed to meet in Christian fellowship for
the purpose of worshipping God more strictly, according to

LESLEY MACKAY

conscience and as far as we know His will; observing the
ordinances commanded by our delightful Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ; praying for increased light with the guidance of
the Holy Ghost, in our jealous observance of His will – viz. ,
The New Testament- as our more particular rule of faith and
practice. For this end we have meantime taken a lease of the
Free Templars’ Hall, 36 Irish Street Dumfries, from this date,
11 August 1872 to Whitsunday 1873, having the use of it on
Lord’s Day up to a quarter to eight in the evening with gas free
for the sum of £4.10s”
Initially Mr George Anderson of the former South United Free
Church served as evangelist. By 1876 Rev Lachlan McPherson
came as full-time pastor serving for two years. The first forty
years’ history is obscure as the records were destroyed by fire.
However, it seems to have suffered from short ministries with
the exception of Rev Alex Bremner who served for 1887 – 1897
and then 1923 – 1932. This ministry was rewarded by young
men having to sit on the windowsills, gallery notwithstanding.
Sadly, the church declined from the 1930s until the 1960s.
Nevertheless, a core of membership retained the vision of God
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using the church to extend His kingdom and resisted proposals
to close it down. The present fellowship stands in their debt.
About 2005 it was decided that it was necessary to renovate
and extend the existing building, find a new bigger building,
or build a new building to accommodate the growing
congregation. A few years later the Sunday morning services
were moved to Dumfries High School. Around the beginning
of 2012 a 3.2 acre green field site in the Georgetown area was
identified and purchased. Then began the process of designing
the new church centre and raising the funds necessary to build
it. It was officially opened and dedicated to the glory of God on
Saturday 12th May 2018. It was a day of fulfilment and at the
same time the beginning of a new chapter!
The Church is thankful to God for His incredible grace and
provision and for those who have stood with the project in
prayer and in giving. Almost £5,000,000 was raised to build

the centre through financial gifts and interest free loans. We
see the Centre as enabling four connected purposes: Church –
Community – Commercial – Café. It is our intention to bring and
share the love, life and hope found through faith in Jesus Christ,
into all these areas of the Church’s life and service within the
community of Dumfries.
The intervening years between 1872 and now have seen
many changes in our work and witness in the town, but our
declaration would be the same as our forebearers: “to meet in
Christian fellowship for the purpose of worshipping God . . .
observing the ordinances commanded by our delightful Lord
and Saviour, Jesus Christ; praying for increased light with the
guidance of the Holy Ghost”! Thank you for your prayerful
st
interest and support.
J
Lesley Mackay
Dumfries Baptist Church Secretary

Quartz Forest Church
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SIMON LIDWELL

What is Forest Church?
It is an attempt to worship in partnership with the environment.
Whilst this doesn’t require a forest, or an untamed wild wood,
it is more than simply doing Church activities outdoors. This
magazine has described some examples of activities where we
have explored this. [Especially “Interweave - Outdoors Dec 17th
2016”]. As a Forest Church we are going beyond this with a
commitment to meeting outdoors regularly and adapting what
we do to what we find there. There are other groups around the
world doing this too and if you are curious, you can find out
more about this at: www.mysticchrist.co.uk/forest_church

Then we do something distinctively Forest Church; for example,
reading the Book of Creation. One week we spent time standing
on moist grass, listening to the wind in many trees and all
responding as individuals to song and words as we looked at
each other or at the distant hills. The next we walked through a
beech wood and explored the change into winter seen in fallen
leaves. We wondered about what things we need to let go of
and burn away, and what things we can let go of and bury in the
hope that they will grow beyond our expectations. This reading
also gives space to respond, both individually and collectively.

We have met twice and have established a pattern for the
season of Winter. We are meeting outside the Crichton Church
at 2pm on the third Sunday in the month until the clocks
change. We start by meeting in Christ’s name and sharing his
peace between all who have gathered, whether they would
consider themselves devoted followers, or are just curious.
This is followed by a chant to set our minds at rest in the place
where we are. This is followed by one of the Scottish Episcopal
Church lectionary readings for the day.

This is not just like reading from a book, or even discovering
nature-based allegories for propositional truths previously
found in literature. A ‘reader’ may become aware of a “changed
quality in their awareness” or a feeling of wellbeing. They may
find connections and become aware of patterns that help them
sense meaningfulness. We have even shared a cup of something
warm boiled in a ghillie kettle we all gathered fuel for. We then
gather, share some more music and spoken prayer together
before saying the Grace and going our separate ways.
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“We were enveloped in the green mantle of nature, letting our
gaze range from the well-kept green grass under our feet to the
uneven hills in the distance…words and thoughts were shared
plus some singing and we had time to gather some colours of
autumn in the form of moss, feathers, bark and leaves. These
were offered as an expression of our different responses to God
and his world… everyone had a unique way of being alive to
the moment. Then we said the Grace with open eyes and went
our separate ways, with the memory of the sounds of constantly
rustling leaves and the amazing range of greens that exist in
this small part of the world.”- comment on the Quartz page
As we get to know the area and each other we expect what we
do to change. Big changes will happen as the seasons change,
but each week we are vulnerable to the weather and will seek

to adapt, rather than shield ourselves from it. Of course, we
still encourage people to dress for the weather! To help people
know what to expect we also post details of the plan for each
forest Church Meeting on the Quartz page, which can be
accessed through the St John’s Website.
Quartz Forest Church page
https://www.wordsmithcrafts.co.uk/Quartz/activities/
forest-church/
Index of previous Quartz articles in the St Johns Magazine
https://spark.adobe.com/page/
V5ntHADdUnXGr/?ref=https%3A%2F%2F
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Life in its
Fullness
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ALICE MORGAN &
JAMES CLARK-MAXWELL

An Appreciation of the life of William Clark-Maxwell
(23rd September 1933 - 4th November 2021)

Alice: William was born in 1933 in Derby and in 1936 moved to
Speddoch along with his brother Charles; sister Margaret would
be born later at Speddoch.
William spent his childhood under the care
of his much-loved parents along with his
doting Nanny (although his father was away
during the war). And it was not long until he
was sharing Speddoch with refugees from
Norway and local evacuees. Speddoch was
a hive of mischief mostly led by William. He
was known to climb right to the top of one
of the tallest trees from where he would
proceed to sing rude songs at Nanny. There
were also stories of eels and slow worms
placed secretly into Nanny’s bed at the never ending joy of
scaring her.
James: However, the criminal mind did not stop there:
together with Charles his brother and I think even his cousin
George Fearnley-Whittingstall they decided that they would
like to make rudimentary gun powder so that they could fire a
working toy brass cannon they had.
Now I’m not completely sure of what the ingredients are for
gun powder and in this day and age it’s not something one
wants to go and research online, but he told me that all that
was needed was carbon - which they got out of the chimney as
soot, saltpetre and sulphur.
So they went to William’s mother, my grandmother, and asked if
she could buy them some saltpetre and sulphur when she next
went into town. Now there were no flies on my Grandmother
and she instantly realised what was afoot so said absolutely
not! So what did the little criminals do? They bribed one of the
maids to go and get the chemicals!

So now they are mixing their gun powder with their contraband
from the maid and history doesn’t really recall exactly what
happened but the Michael Caine phrase from The Italian Job
comes to mind as the stuff ignited and the windows of the
distant outhouse in which they were secretly holed up were
blown out!
From the Convent school in Dumfries, where William was
suspended for throwing snow balls at the statue of The Virgin
Mary, he was sent to Belhaven which
he loved and where he made several
life-long friends.
From Belhaven he went to Eton, a
school he adored for the rest of his
life. Once there he was a member
of Pop and his talent at rowing was
nurtured and resulted in him being
made Captain of the Boats.
From Eton he completed his National
Service with the Sherwood Foresters
and the Black Watch.
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Cambridge followed and he went to the traditional family
college of Magdalen.
He started reading law and then changed to accountancy.
Although he did get his degree we are not sure how much
studying actually happened. He was an avid rower and was
found regularly playing his accordion in his Scottish Reels band.
After Cambridge he undertook an expedition which was to
become one of the greatest abiding memories of his life. He,
along with his great friend, Dick Stanley, who was the grandson
of the famous explorer H.M. Stanley, famous for the immortal
words- “Dr Livingstone, I presume?” were joined by 2 other
friends and they embarked on an expedition to follow in
Stanley’s steps from Zanzibar to the mouth of the Congo.
Today this expedition would be impossible because of political
reasons, but in the 1950s, with Land Rovers needing to be
winched out of rivers and sleeping with only a thin sheet of
canvas between you and the lions - it was not a trip for the faint
hearted. But nothing of course that a gin and tonic couldn’t
cure at the end of the day! They returned by boat from the
mouth of the Congo river via the Canaries to the UK
Alice: After many years, and even his parents having become
resigned to the fact that William would be a confirmed bachelor
he met Juliet.
They married at St James’, Piccadilly on 27th June 1973. James
was born 2 years later, and in 1976 the family moved to
Dumfries and Galloway and thereafter I was born in 1979.
William took over running Speddoch estate which he did for the
next 45 years.
After finally being able to keep the cattle and sheep out of
the woods he developed his passion for forestry and trees.

Managing the farm and estate gave William so much pleasure
and he was always looking to secure it for future generations.
Throughout the adversities of brucellosis, storms, foot and
mouth, water floods, as well as plagues of rabbits feasting on
newly planted saplings, he always managed to have a positive
outlook and faith that Speddoch would continue.
After Daddy died, I was flicking through his well-thumbed
Bible and I came across a passage hand written by him titled
SPEDDOCH. He had written out Deuteronomy 11 V12-16:.
“It is a land the Lord your God cares for; the eyes of the Lord
your God are continually on it from the beginning of the year
to its end. 13 So if you faithfully obey the commands I am giving
you today—to love the Lord your God and to serve him with
all your heart and with all your soul – 14 then I will send rain on
your land in its season, both autumn and spring rains, so that
you may gather in your grain, new wine and olive oil. 15 I will
provide grass in the fields for your cattle, and you will eat and
be satisfied.”
12

It was clear that Daddy held this promise from the Lord closely
in his heart and he believed this truth. It is what underpinned his
strength to face the adversities that farming life throws at one,
and to trust that the Lord would always look after Speddoch.
William was immensely creative and good with his hands. He
was always quick to help out with any art or Design Technology
project we brought home from school, which was always
accompanied with great joy at the job of going to the art shop
for supplies.
He enjoyed endless hours in his workshop turning his hand to
making doll’s houses, Noah’s Arks, tables, staircases, to name just
a few, as well as a passion for watercolours and paintings. Every
holiday was accompanied by his bag of paints and sketch pad.
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One particular DT project will always bring a smile to our faces.
I was asked to produce a scaled up model of a wood work tool.
With eyebrows raised at the thought of having to produce a
10ft model Daddy, ever positive, and never to be defeated by
an art project, diligently set to with chicken wire, and papier
maché, resulting in a model so big that a 7 seater car was hired
to transport the model to my art college. Tied haphazardly to
the roof of the car we were stopped by the Police, pointed and
hooted at as we trundled down the motorway, only to arrive
and find out that there had been an error to the factor of ten,
with the measurements, and it should have only been long
enough to fit on the back seat of the car.
James: Throughout 49 years William and Juliet were never
apart for more than a few nights, except when William spent
a week away with his only mistress - The Church Organ! The
longest time they ever had apart was when he went on an
organ playing course in Durham for a week. William would
play his own beloved organ every night and Juliet would get
ready for bed to the soft humming music of the organ from the
library below their bedroom knowing that William was saying
goodnight to his mistress. Although at times she did admit that
she could wish he’d give up on her!
William provided a constant place of security, and was a loving
companion and support for Juliet throughout their marriage. He
also had a deep love for all his family, both immediate members
and his nephews and nieces. He loved all his 7 grandchildren
and took so much pleasure watching them set to on the lawn
for a game of cricket from the comfort of his mobility scooter.
William was a great lover of people and made friends with
whomever he met and wherever he went. He was a committed
member of St John’s Church, a serving Archer, (the Queen’s
Body Guard for Scotland), and a prison Alpha worker.

William was a wonderful host, and enjoyed the company of
frequent guests at Speddoch; my mother turning her hand
to effortlessly cooking for large numbers and Daddy always
being ready to thrust a drink into anyone’s open hand. Words
of advice that will always stay with me are this: “as long as your
guests have a fire and a drink they will be happy.” These are
words from a letter written by a close friend of ours…“I have
so many fun memories of him from when we were all much
younger, particularly the terrible jokes and that huge laugh.”
The greatest thing that made William who he was, was his deep
and vibrant faith which was kindled by David Watson back in his
university days. His faith was the cornerstone of everything in his
life and everything he stood for. This was reflected in his deep
devotion to Church and praying for the wellbeing of his family
and friends. Alice and I, and our families were covered every night
in prayer throughout our lives. He has been a huge influence
and encouragement in our faith by his steadfast commitment to
Jesus, and has taught us about the father heart of God.
His last years were a trial for him but he faced every battle
or defeat with great fortitude helped by Juliet, who, with no
nursing experience, cared for him impeccably.
Daddy - William - will be much missed but we take comfort
from the knowledge that he was ready for the next stage of life
and we were all with him at his peaceful end here.
And we also take great solace in knowing that he has heard the
words from Jesus whom he loved so much: “Well done good
and faithful servant”
Words that we all hope, when our time comes, we too will hear.
st
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Healing Ministry
THE REVD DR STEVEN BALLARD
“And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits,
to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every infirmity”. (St Matthew chapter 10, verse 1)
he was a parish priest in Huddersfield, Gordon served as the
adviser for the healing ministry in the Diocese of Wakefield.
Then later, after he had stepped down from full time ministry
and was living in Northumberland, Gordon offered his time as a
part time chaplain to the hospital in Alnwick.
Gordon emphasised to me that God’s work of healing should
not, in his opinion, be confined to set patterns of ministry or
forms of words which we always feel comfortable with, because,
if we do this, we are setting our own limits to the ways in
which God may act. God is “The God of Surprises” as the Jesuit,
Gerard Hughes, reminds us in his book of that title, and this can
certainly be true of the healing ministry.

Here at St John’s, we have, for several years now, sought to
integrate the ministry of healing within the life and worship
of our congregation. We owe a particular debt to the pastoral
ministry of the Very Revd Paul Burbridge, and Olive, for teaching
us about this work and ensuring this became a regular practice.
Before the onset of Covid the healing ministry was offered at
two of our Sunday services; at the main eucharist when those
who came for healing could receive prayer, the laying on of
hands and the anointing with oil, or alternatively, the practice
of healing was incorporated into a Sunday evening service.
Hopefully, during next year when Covid restrictions might ease,
we can resume the laying on of hands and the anointing with
holy oil, (physical practices we cannot adopt currently because
of the risk of infection).
Although I have my own experience of the healing ministry,
I thought when I was invited to write this article that I would
spend a little while with the Revd Gordon Warwick. When

A key influence in Gordon’s life has been Ellel Ministries. They
have several houses of healing and places of retreat in the UK,
and when he attended one of their courses Gordon felt very
much at home. This interest led Gordon, eventually, to become
a member of the Ellel Ministries teaching team on their healing
retreats, a role he found very enjoyable and fulfilling.
Gordon shared with me a few experiences where the healing
power of God was at work in people’s lives. Two stood out
especially.
The first happened before Gordon was ordained, when he was
working as a salesman. A colleague, Alan, had a son who was
facing a possible amputation of his leg in which cancer had
been detected. Alan knew that Gordon was a Christian who
had faith that God heals, and he asked him if they could pray
together. After they had prayed, Gordon confided in Alan, “Well,
I’m not sure, Alan, but I can only say that things feel all right.”
Following prayer for the man’s son it transpired, when the
consultant held up a new set of X rays, that the bones in the leg
now appeared absolutely clear.
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The second happened in the case of a young German woman
on an Ellel Ministries retreat who was bearing a lot of emotional
pain. Although another member of the healing ministry team
had prayed with the young woman, she was unable get to the
bottom of what was troubling her. The team member asked
Gordon to minister to the young lady and as, coincidentally, she
was a German teacher, she offered to translate. For whatever
reason Gordon was prompted to decline the translation and
said he would just listen to the young lady even though he
didn’t speak German! Without going into all the details, Gordon
felt sure that the original hurt had something to do with the
young woman’s parents, and this was indeed the case. It turned
out that as a young child she had been admitted to hospital and
had been taken there by her parents who in those days, with
a stricter nursing regime, had to leave their child on the ward
without any time allowed to them to offer their reassurance. She
remembered seeing their faces and their turning and walking
away and she had buried this memory in her unconscious mind

together with the painful feeling that they had abandoned her.
When this came to light Gordon suggested that the young
woman should pray for forgiveness both for her parents who
had meant no harm at all, and that she might forgive them
herself where her resentment was still festering. This unlocked
the process of healing, but not before the reliving of the original
pain and the release of a torrent of tears.
To close these thoughts on healing, a few of Gordon’s insightful
observations-:
“God sets up situations and it is up to us to take
advantage of them”.
“It’s so important to pray for what God wants and
not what we want.”
“Each one of us is special, so special, and healing is
about opening up to God’s love so that people may
understand how deeply God loves them.”

st
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‘The Work
that
Reconnects’

Reconnection is another aspect of healing, writes Lizzie Parsons

I have just brought out a collection of illustrated poetry books
which I have been working on for the past two years. They
follow an overarching thread, a healing journey along Joanna
Macey’s ‘Spiral of Reconnection’, part of ‘The Work that
Reconnects’. They have an ecological and spiritual focus, and
are grouped in four parts, written over the past year and a half:

1
2
3

ROOTS - grounding in gratitude, wisdom of connecting
with the Earth.
EMPATHY - acknowledging and honouring our pain for
the world, feeling and breathing through it with courage
and hope.
SPRING SPIRITUALS – ‘reconnecting’ and seeing with
new eyes. Finding freedom in the blessing of forgiveness
and blossoming into a new awareness with curiosity, awe
and wonder. About the peace of trusting in the divine and
letting go of control. (This is the most explicitly Christian
of the four).

4

LIZZIE PARSONS

DEVOTION – praise, worship, loving and serving the
divine, and living and working to their glory. Of finding
one’s power through joy, and going forth into the world to
take action from a contemplative centre.

The work that Reconnects is a secular, if spiritual, process, but
exploring it revealed to me it can be prayerful too. If anyone
from St. John’s congregation would like to buy any copies, I
will donate a third of the sales price to the church. If I sold all
of them at this price it would just about cover costs I think!
You can get them on Etsy - https://www.etsy.com/shop/
LizzieAParsons, (remember to add a message saying you
are from St J’s!) or contact me via the Church Office to bypass
postage. (pastadmin@stjohnsdumfries.org) I am also hoping
to run some creative writing workshops on this subject in the
town centre in coming months (free to attend), so let me know
if you’d be interested in joining those. Thank you!
st
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PAULA WARD

Paula considers our attitude towards refugees

Refuge
Do you have a safe space, somewhere you run to when things
aren’t going right or when you feel afraid? For me and I suspect
for most people it’s home; a place where I know I can close the
door, shut out all that’s bothering me and take solace from being
surrounded by the familiar sights, sounds and scents of home.
But what do you do if your refuge, your safe space, is no longer
safe? What do you do when staying at home means you are at
risk of being killed, your family along with you?
When you lose your refuge and are forced to seek another, you
become a refugee. Becoming a refugee isn’t to be confused with
economic migrancy, becoming a refugee means you are fleeing
for your life; fleeing from war, persecution or natural disaster.
Take Dina, for example (not her real name). Dina went to work
as normal one day in August this year. She was a family court
judge; when she got there, she was met by the cleaner, who told
her to go home, take her family and get out of town – the town
was Kabul. Dina took as much paperwork from her office as she
could, details of divorces and custody cases in which the rulings
had gone against men. When she got home, no longer her
place of refuge, she burnt the papers. Dina packed rucksacks for
herself, her husband and four children and fled for the airport,
wading through sewage to get there. They waited anxiously for
three nights before they were able to board a military aircraft to
Dubai before finally landing in the UK. Dina and her family now
live in a hotel in Manchester while they wait for more settled
accommodation.

becomes a political football, but the fact remains that of those
26.4 million refugees, we provide a home to just 1%.
On two days last month more than 1100 people made the
dangerous crossing between the UK and France; more than
20,000 have done so during the course of the year. What I find
profoundly shocking is the number of children and babies I see
on the news, clinging to adults in the boats – if you can call such
flimsy craft, boats. Sitting at my desk writing this in my warm
and cosy refuge, I can’t even begin to understand what could
possibly prompt such desperate actions.
As I sit and ponder, I’m jolted by the realisation that the Holy
Family were themselves refugees. The infant Jesus was taken by
Mary and Joseph from Bethlehem to safety in Egypt to escape
Herod’s massacre of children in the search for the new king. It
was a gruelling journey of over 400 miles on foot and would
have taken at least two weeks, probably more, travelling with a
small child. Can you even bear to contemplate what might have
been had our Lord not found refuge in Egypt, returning only
after the death of Herod the Great?
Actually, when I stop to think, there are numerous examples in
the Bible of refugees; Moses and Ruth to name just a couple.
Joshua was instructed by God to nominate cities of refuge
and although the chapter specifies refugee status for those
fleeing revenge killing, it seems to be implicit of all those
fleeing persecution and seeking a fair hearing; like Dina from
Afghanistan, wanted by the Taliban for aiding women to divorce,
who under Sharia law, would be stoned to death.

At the end of 2020 around 26.4 million people were refugees –
yes, you did read that figure correctly, 86% of those were living
in countries neighbouring their own1. These neighbours are
often developing countries without the infrastructure to support
such an influx such as that seen in Bangladesh by the Rohingya
Muslims from Myanmar. Turkey is the biggest refuge for those
fleeing Syria, offering safety to 3.7 million fleeing Syrians. In
contrast, by February this year, the UK had only resettled 20,319
Syrian refugees.

Not all refugees are kings or judges, but we should welcome
them all as we welcome Jesus, with open arms into our hearts
maintaining, “constant
love for one another, for
love covers a multitude
of sins. Be hospitable
to one another without
complaining. Like good
stewards of the manifold
grace of God…”

All too often the question of refugees and those seeking asylum

1 Peter 4: 8-11.

1

Figures from; The Truth About Asylum. www.refugeecouncil.org.uk
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HOUSEKEEPING NOTES:
New Heating Grids
There’s always something to be about and, as a Congregation,
we’re extremely grateful to Peter Johnson for keeping on top of
things; making repairs and organising professionals to attend
to bigger items. One recent job was to organise replacement
grids to go over the channel for the heating pipes which run
in front of the High Altar. These are smaller, and of a different
pattern to the ones in the main part of the church. They had
previously clearly suffered damage, and had been repaired, in
some cases by welding and, in others, by bolting a solid steel
plate on to the underside, as can be seen from the pictures. It
seems, however, that the design of them was always such that
they were not as robust as those in the main part of the church
and they had again started to break up. One actually gave way
under someone recently and we were fortunate that a nastier
accident was avoided.
For some time, after the latest collapse, until we managed to
source replacements, that area, giving access to the High Altar,
and parallel with the whole length of the Communion Rail, had
to be coned off.
In the end, having pursued various avenues which led nowhere,
we spoke to Gus at Orchard Engineering in Closeburn, who
proposed replacements made, not from cast iron, which is both
difficult to get and, as he pointed out, apt to be brittle just when

DAVID KERR

you don’t want it to be, but sheet steel, which is cut to a pattern
by laser. The new grids made by him are of a much more similar
pattern to those in the rest of the church and, as he says, will
bend if overloaded, rather than snapping without warning. And
they should, in any case, be more than up to bearing any load
we might reasonably subject them to.
Given the current difficulties in sourcing raw materials and the
fluctuating price of steel, we were prepared for a long wait, once
the work was commissioned, but the new grids were produced
for the price quoted and within just over a week of the order
being placed. All that we had to do was lift the old ones, hoover
out the impressive amount of debris to be found below them,
and invite Gus to come and lay them. As previously indicated,
they look more like those in the rest of the church and are
beautifully finished. Take the chance to notice them next time
you get the chance to be in that area of the church, though,
because of Covid and the proximity to the Choir, it may be some
time before we can resume normal use of the High Altar.
We’re grateful to the major sponsor who covered the bulk
of the cost of the new grids, and to the Congregation as a
whole, who contributed towards them on our last Gift Day.
And also to Orchard Engineering for their beautiful work
and prompt service.
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Christmas Carol Quiz
Traditional Christmas carols celebrate the birth of Christ in song.
Can you answer these questions about these popular Christmas Carols?
1

Which song has the line “Led by the
light of faith serenely beaming”?

2 Which song has the line “let every
heart prepare him room”

A O Holy Night

A Sleigh Ride

B Nuttin’s for Christmas

B O Come, O Come Emmanuel

C The Christmas Song

C Joy to the World

D We Three Kings

D Mary’s Boy Child

27

3

Which hymn’s second verse begins
with “Christ by highest heav’n adored”?
A What Child Is This?

A O Little Town Of Bethlehem

B O Holy Night

B In Excelsis Gloria

C Silver Bells

C Home For The Holidays

D Hark The Herald Angels Sing

D Santa Claus Is Coming To Town

4 Which Christmas song’s second verse
begins with “Still through the cloven
skies they come”?

8 Which Christmas song’s second verse begins
with “See the blazing Yule before us”?
A The Holly And The Ivy

A It Came Upon The Midnight Clear

B Jingle Bells

B I Heard The Bells On Christmas Day

C Deck The Halls

C The 12 Days Of Christmas

D Must Be Santa

D O Christmas Tree

5

7 Which Christmas hymn’s second verse
begins with “For Christ is born of Mary”?

Which Christmas hymn’s verse begins
with “O sing, choirs of angels”?

9 Which Christmas hymn’s verse begins
with “Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain”?
A O Little Town Of Bethlehem

A Home For The Holidays

B Go Tell It On The Mountain

B O Come All Ye Faithful

C Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

C Good King Wenceslas

D We Three Kings

D Away In A Manger

6 Which Christmas song’s second verse
begins with “The cattle are lowing”?

10 Which song’s second verse begins with
“They looked up and saw a star”?
A The First Noel

A The Greatest Gift Of All

B Angels, From The Realm Of Glory

B O Little Town Of Bethlehem

C Good Christian Men Rejoice

C Away In A Manger

D I Heard The Bells On Christmas Day

D Jingle Bell Rock
Answers at the bottom of the page
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1-A: O Holy Night / 2-C: Joy To The World / 3-D: Hark The Herald / 4-A: It Came Upon The Midnight Clear / 5-B: O Come All Ye Faithful /
6-C: Away In A Manger / 7-A: O Little Town Of Bethlehem / 8-C: Deck The Halls / 9-D: We Three Kings / 10-A: The First Nowell

www.stjohnsdumfries.org

ISSN 2059-0261

